PREFACE.                              IX

thor's Unaided labours; and for any errors or
imperfections, or incorrect opinions which may
be found, the responsibility is entirely his own.

With respect to the form of publication, it has
been the author's aim to place the work as ex-
tensively as possible within the reach of those
connected with India here or abroad, and to
make it as useful as a regard to their con*
venience and its scope and design have al-
lowed. To have annexed copies of the treaties,
and copious notes and references in support of
the text, would have had the effect of needlessly
swelling the si/,e of the volumes; for the few
who require those minute details* can have no
difficulty in procuring the entire correspondence
as published at the India House, while the abs-
tract contained in the body of the narrative,
will sxiffice for every purpose of general infor-
mation*

The plans and views introduced into the
quarto volume, in illustration of the events of
the Mahratta War, have, with exception to the
general map of the seat of operations, been
omitted in this edition, several of them having